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STATEMENT
_ BY .
MR, ALLEN W, DULLES
AT THE
BRIEFING OF THE CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS
MONDAY, MAY 9, 1960
2:00 PM

Under authority of the National Security Act of 1947 which
set up the Central Intelligence Agency, that Agency was then entrusted
by the Natlonal Security Council with the duty of collecting intelligence
essential to our national eecurity.

Under other directives of the Council, the Central Inteliigence
Agency was also entrusted with certain tasks relating to meeting the
menace of international communism and in particular the aggressive
activities of the Soviet Union, |

Since that time, and growingly in fecent years, the Soviet
Union behind the shield of tight security, has been arming in secret
with the objective and expectation that its military power would be
largely invuinerable to counterattack if they initiated an aggression.

At the Summit Conference in 1955 in order to relax the
_growifng tensions resulting from the danger of surprise attack, the

President advanced the "Open Skiea'' proposal.

AN
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That propesal was summarily rejected by Moscow and Soviet
security measures were reinforced,

Thus the Soviet has been arming in secret while our counter-

defensive measures in the field of &rmamen‘ta wetre largely mattors
of open knowledge.

The ordinary means of intelligence were largely ineffective
to gain the information about Soviet armaments which were essential
to our survival and to the survival of Ithe Free World,

As early as December 1, 1954, a project to construct a
high-performance reconnaissance plane was initinted. The first u-2
flew in August 1955,

By this time the results of the Summit Conference were
known and the likelihood of realizging anything from the '"Open Skies"
project became negligible.

We were ther faced with a situation where the Soviet were

continuing to develop their missgiles and missile bases, and their

bomber basés without any adequate knowledge on our part.
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This was @mﬁééwé to be an intolerable situation; intolervable

4
s

beﬁx from the point of view of adequate military preparation on our
part.to meet the menace, intolezable from the pnim‘aﬁ view of being
 able eifﬁmivﬂf to talm cmtemcti@n in the svent of attack,
Any state has t}m duty to take the me;aétzres necessary for
- survival, and we mﬁaiwﬁ‘ a high é*imﬁiVé-,te gein vitally required
| iﬁtemigénca hy every faasime means.

Memwhﬂe by ea;;iemage the swia%. had been aa&eamfmg to |
penatrate sur m«zi@&r an& certain oﬁmr sﬁ@%ﬁa_ and e&aew%ﬁg the
aemils of @&r;ewm military ves*ia%iiéhaéeﬁti |

& pehf:y decision was r'éhen reﬁ’aéh#é that the U-2 should be
uged to obtain w@rmti@: wiﬁima@eét te vital targets within the

Soviet Union as conditions permitted. As Mr. Herter has indicated,

this praject had competent policy appreval. The details and timing
. of misgions were left f@rﬁ@wrmingt;iw by thoge m&st@emmwm o

judge the highest priority targets and the righz wwt‘b.e?. rarely

ava:iiabie in many parts of the Soviet ?Jniﬁm

>
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sim*:-é that time theré have Aheen 2 é@izsiéera!sle maraber of
suecessfal flighta wef ehe Sovie!: Unim, aver C@mmzmis% Ghma.
and evet &he S&tellita areas. Many square miles of strategic
territory in the Sf@ﬂét ’ﬁnian and Communist Ghina have heéﬂ
yh#ﬁegmphéd.- | | | |

Esseutial information has been cbtaineti with respect to

the &evelapmem of the Swmﬁ ssi!.e threat; its bum&er “baa%* its

' macleat establishments and other highly strategic targets.

My, Biaséu; under my direction and that of General Cabell,

has been in charge of this project. ’ngm describe the flights in

more detail, and selective photographs of the results of these

missions will be shown _auf@fa total of thousands available to us,
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